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PHI LADELPHI A GAS COMM SSI ON
PROPOSED REGULATI ONS
ON POLI CI ES FOR PROCEEDI NGS
BEFORE THE PHI LADELPHI A GAS COWM SSI ON
August 13, 2024
10: 10 a. m

Hybrid Meeting held on the
18th Floor - 1515 Arch Street
and Virtually via Teans

BEFORE: ROYAL E. BROWN, Chairman
M KE DRI SCOLL
EVAN URBANI A
CHRI STY BRADY, City Controller
BI LL RUBIN, Alternate
Comm ssi oners

VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS
M D- ATLANTI C DI VI SI ON
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APPEARANCES:

JAMES C. KELLETT, ESQ.
Deputy City Solicitor
Counsel to Philadel phia Gas Comm ssion

ANDRE C. DASENT, ESQ. (Via Teams)
Counsel to Phil adel phia Gas Wor ks
COMMUNI TY LEGAL SERVI CES, | NC.
BY: ROBERT W BALLENGER, ESQ. (Via Teans)
JOLI NE PRI CE, ESQ.
DANI ELA RAKHLI NA- POWSNER, ESQ.
Counsel to Public Advocate

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF PGC:

HEI DI L. WUSHI NSKE, ESQ.
Heari ng Exam ner

ROSLYN BELL, ESQ. (Via Teans)
Heari ng Exam ner

ANNA M. CORRADO ROWE

Seni or Anal yst

TI MOTHY MURTHA

Fi nanci al Analyst/Internal Auditor
SANDRA FONTANEZ (Via Teans)

Adm ni strative Assistant

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF PGW

W LLI AM J. GALLAGHER
Vice President, Budget and Strategic
Devel opment

JOHN C. ZUK (Via Teams)
Vice President, Gas Management/ Processi ng
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF PGW (Continued)

KELLY A. DeLUSSEY (Via Teams)
Director, Resource Management
DAVI D FORDE (Via Teans)

Director, Government and Community Affairs

ERI K W CKLEY-OLSEN (Via Teams)

Princi pal Engineer, Engineering and Project

Management

STEPHEN SCHUMMER (Via Teans)
Manager, Budget Reporting

CARI TA COUNCIL (Via Teams)
Seni or Budget Anal yst, Finance

BHAVI N PATEL (Via Teams)
Budget Anal yst, Finance
DOUG BALMER (Via Teams)
Budget Anal yst, Finance

MARY LYNN O BOYLE (Via Teans)
Adm ni strative Assi st ant

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C ADVOCATE:
LAFAYETTE MORGAN (Via Teans)

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF GAS WORKS EMPLOYEES'
M KE McDONOUGH (Via Teans)

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY CONTROLLER:

FRANK | ANNUZZI

UNI ON:
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF CITY COUNCI L:

NI COLAS V. O' ROURKE

Counci | member - At-Large/ Minority Whip
THOMAS P. FORKI N

6th District Chief of Staff

MAURA Mc DONALD

Legi slative Director to Council member/

Commi ssioner M ke Driscol

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF POWER | NTERFAI TH:

DEVI N Mc DOUGALL, ESQ.
Eart hJusti ce

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C:

ALLEN DREW (Via Teams)
CAROLYN KLEPSER (Via Teams)
CELI NE BUSNELLI (Via Teams)
CHARLES LANIER (Via Teams)
ELAI NE FULTZ (Via Teams)
ELI SA McCOOL (Via Teams)
ELLA | SRAELI (Via Teams)
ELOWYN CORBY (Via Teams)
EMI LY ABENDROTH

EMI LY DAVI S

EMMA BOORBOOR (Via Teams)
HADDONFI ELD (Via Teams)
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C: (Continued)

HI LARY NAI BERK (Via Teams)

| MAN HILL (Via Teams)

JAMIR L. HUBBARD (Via Teams)
J. MARGERUM (Via Teams)
JAYSON MASSEY (Via Teams)
JORDAN LEVY (Via Teams)
JORDAN TEI CHER (Via Teams)
JULI AN (Via Teams)

JULI E GREENBERG (Via Teams)
KAREN HARVEY (Via Teams)
KAREN MELTON (Via Teams)
KENNETH S. ANDERSON (Via Teams)
LI NNEA BOND (Via Teams)

Ml TCH CHANI N

NADI NE YOUNG (Via Teams)
PAMELA DARVILLE (Via Teams)
PETER FURCHT

PETER W NSLOW (Via Teams)
ROBERT ELLIS (Via Teams)
SHERRI MI CHALOVIC (Via Teams)
SHERRI E COHEN

STEVE GREENSPAN (Via Teams)
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C: (Conti nued)

SUSAN PHILLIPS (Via Teams)

TOM MacDONALD, WHYY (Via Teams)

WENDY GREENSPAN (Via Teams)
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CHAI RMAN BROWN: The next item on the
agenda is the Proposed Regul ati ons on
Policies for Proceedi ngs before the
Phi | adel phia Gas Conmm ssi on.

These regul ati ons have been drafted
in coordination with the City's Law
Departnment and attenpt to preserve the
rights of the public to interact with
government, while addressing conduct and
standardi zi ng the process by which the
Comm ssi on conducts its budgetary
proceedi ngs.

Many of you have seen the draft of
t hese regul ations and we would like to
provide the participants and the public with
t he opportunity to speak on this issue in
advance of our deliberations.

Your testinony is inportant and we
want to carefully consider what is said here
t oday before we vote on this issue at our
next meeting. W also want to rem nd you
that this is the first of several
opportunities that you will have to speak on

this matter.
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First, we would |ike to hear from
City Controller Brady, who has coments.
COW SSI ONER BRADY: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | will be brief. | would
i ke to make the foll ow ng points:
Leadership was poor fromthe start of
my tenure. Staff has been extrenely hel pful
and responsive in the last nonth and I am
appreciative of your efforts. The
Comm ssi on has been operating without any
rul es of governance. The public and Union
shoul d have a voice in our process. A vote
on the proposed budget should never have
taken place prior to public comment.
Mont hly nmeeti ngs nust take place and not be
canceled to give the public a voice in the
operations of the Comm ssion. The executive
t eam shoul d be comprised of a CEOQ, COO, and
CFO. The future existence of the Conmm ssion
shoul d be seriously considered.
There has been a suggestion that the
public voice does not matter. |
whol eheartedly disagree with that assertion

and | |l ook forward to hearing fromall of
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those present to make an i nformed decision
on our process going forward. Thank you for
bei ng here.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

Ckay. Regarding the proposed
regul ations, first we will hear from PGW and
M. Dasent.

MR. DASENT: Thank you, Chairmn
Br own.

Over the years we have requested that
we | ook at and nmenorialize in witing
regul ati ons which heretofore have just been
determ ned on an ad hoc basis year to year
to year. This has been true since 2000.

What we're suggesting is that you
come up with a stream ined procedure that
sort of works for everyone. The Law
Department and the Comm ssi on have
undertaken to acconplish that. That's one
iteration. And this forum| think offers an
opportunity for folks to coment on the
first draft.

After that we will have, PGW wi |
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have, suggestions as to how the process
that's been proposed m ght be nodified. And
by that we mean it doesn't address Capital
Budget anmendnents, it doesn't address Budget
transfers, and the |iKke.

We would like to do that in the
process that follows. [In other words, we'l]l
submt comments once the Conm ssion comes up
with its final draft.

And that's the first step of the
process, and then the comments proceed | ater
by all parties and then presumably there
will be a hearing before City Council --
before actually the Law Departnent, excuse
nme.

And eventually it will get to City
Council, | imgine, also. But |I think these
are really internal regulations which the
Wat er Rate Board has, for exanple, other
regul atory bodi es have, and we need to try
to mmc those to sonme degree.

But because it's a budget proceeding,
we believe at PGWthat it should represent

what happens before City Council, and it
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doesn't have to be as robust as we've done

it in the past, but there's a history to all

of this.
| f you renmenber way back, you know,

bef ore 2000, the Comm ssi on had ratenmaking

powers and the process resenbles sort of a

rate procedure, sort of a PUC nodel.
Not hi ng wrong with that. And we have
evol ved since then to include so many
consi derations that are unique to PGW and
we're basically saying under the Managenen
Agreenent it could be sinmplified.

The Law Departnent has given us a

first iteration of what that m ght | ook

t

like. We'll have comments when the regs are

finalized and we've finally gotten in
writing basically what we're doing.

Does everybody need a |l ane to
proceed? Sure. Should anyone be excl uded

No. And should we have sort of an open

?

process so that we can deci de together how

we nmove forward? Yes.
And so we're listening and hopefu

| earn nmore about what the public

to
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constituents want, what CLS wants, and we've
seen sort of a hint of that at |east; and |
think in those comments that were given by
CLS, it also suggested they woul d have sone
nore detailed coments as to what regs m ght
| ook Iike.

But this is a first iteration of a
process that's been going on for a while and
we need to wite down what we're doing.

Gt her boards do it. W can do it also.

That's all we have.

CHAI RMAN BROWN: M. Dasent, | have a
questi on.

| n your opinion, do the proposed
regul ati ons not affect this process that
we' ve been going through here today but,

i nstead, have nore to do with the informal
processes that have to do w th budget
revi ew?

MR. DASENT: What we're doing today
at the Gas Comm ssi on neeting, you're right,
| mean, that's sort of the same structure.
The processes that preceded the hearing

process is what's affected nostly by the
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regs.

In the past we've used Heari ng
Officer orders to get there and you specify
what di scovery | ooks |ike, what the tineline
for proceeding |ooks like, and the |like. So
we | ook at that and sort of take heart that
there's a framework for all this to happen.

But if we wote it down and came up
with a proceeding that everybody can | ook
at, simlar to other boards and comm ssions,
| think that's hel pful.

But, yes, it wouldn't affect the
nmeeting today, for exanple. The way it's
structured, | imagine it would be much the
same. And the Conm ssion has the final say
on all of that so you can sort of veto it
and say it's going to be the sane.

CHAI RMAN BROWN: Ri ght .

MR. DASENT: But the process that
precedes it needs to be orderly and it needs
to be done in a tinely way so we can have
our budgets. Renenber, there are two of
them every year, and so we just have to sort

of proceed with these in an orderly way.
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And there's a | ot of ways to do that
and we' re hopeful to hear today about other
alternatives and take that to heart in
pl anni ng.

And the Law Departnment can also give
its consideration, which has been sort of
their mghty effort over the |ast year or
so, to come up with something for us and
just sort of let the process work.

W will have comments, everyone can
have comments, after the Conm ssion votes,
and today as well before you vote, as to how
this process m ght | ook going forward.

CHAI RMAN BROWN:  And | have a
Question No. 2. You know, |'ve been on this
Comm ssion for a |ot of years and | recall
prior budget proceedi ngs where chaos and
confusion existed. W never net the budget
approval date. We noved into Septenber,

Oct ober, Novenber and PGW operating under an
esti mat ed budget.

But you, the Public Advocate, and
Staff have worked very diligently in

produci ng these budget protocols which have
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certainly streamined this process and we've
certainly been neeting all of our required
deadl i nes.

My question then is: By not doing
this and adding other entities to the budget
revi ew process, what effect do you think
t hat woul d have on neeting all of these
requirement s?

MR. DASENT: Well, there's also the
timeliness el ement you have to consi der.

But | think everyone can participate.
Everyone can be heard.

And the protocols sort of guide us on
the Capital Budget side as to what needs to
be done and what the tineline is to do it.
We revisit those fromtinme to tine to sort
of menorialize what we've | earned and sort
of build on that, you know, how budget
transfers would take place, how budget
reaut hori zati ons woul d take place, how the
Capi tal Budget is supposed to be determ ned.

But in addition to that, you have the
Oper ati ng Budget, and so you need nore than

the ad hoc sort of Hearing O ficer decisions
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to get us through the process. And as there
are nore and nore people involved in the
process, we have to find an orderly way to
create a | ane for everyone.

And | think other comm ssions have
found a way to do that. \Whether you | ook at
the PUC here, up in Massachusetts, or even
in California, they have found hybrid
procedures that sort of work in a rate
process.

This is nore |like a budget process,
it is a budget process, and it should be
nore sinplified, and that's basically what
we' re saying, and neet the budget
requi rements as specified in the Managenent
Agr eenent .

So we think we can do all these
things and we just have to be a little
better organi zed as we have nore people in
the room now than we had, let's say, 20
years ago.

CHAI RMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

Are there any questions from any of

t he Comm ssioners for M. Dasent?
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(No response.)

CHAI RMVAN BROWN: Okay. Now we wil |
hear from M. Ballenger. Any statenents on
behal f of the Advocate?

MR. BALLENGER: Yes. Thank you,

M . Chair man.

First, | do have sone prepared
remarks, which I'lIl get right into, but |
need to just reflect on the question about
the process leading up to this neeting being
i nf or mal .

That's a word that the Staff had
started using a lot at PGWs insistence. W
exchange witten discovery. W participate
in meetings that are transcribed. We submt
filed and sworn testinony before this body
to create a record in support of our
positions and for PGWto create a record in
support of its positions.

| do not believe that that should be
consi dered an informal process regardl ess of

t he | anguage used.
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Also, as | sit here, | reflect on the
last time that | recall having a somewhat
chaoti c budget proceeding and that woul d
have been, | believe, PGWs 2018 Operating
Budget, which was filed during their rate
i ncrease request and in which they failed to
provide us with the information necessary to
revi ew t he budget.

| don't think that was in any way,
shape, or formthe product of the process
bei ng chaotic. | think it was a process
that could not be steered correctly w thout
the right information from PGW and as a
result the timng of that proceedi ng dragged
on a little bit.

So with those two points made, |
would like to just start with sort of a nore
formal set of comments.

As you are aware from our prior
correspondence, CLS as Public Advocate w ||
continue to oppose regulations that exclude
all intervenors. And you may be under the
m st aken i nmpression that the regul ati ons do

not materially limt the ability of POWAER
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menbers or others to be heard regardi ng PGW
budget proposals. | will explain why that
is dead wrong in ten points.

Under your proposed regul ations
POWER, PGW s Uni on, and any other person or
entity desiring to intervene would be
precluded from participating in the
follow ng ten ways.

No. 1: They woul d not be able to
formally enter an appearance by their
desired counsel to represent their nenbers'
i nterests.

No. 2: They woul d not have a
representative on the Service List so they
woul d not be guaranteed ongoi ng
notifications fromthe Hearing Exam ners or
ot her parties.

No. 3: They would not be involved in
schedul i ng the budget review process so
there is, in fact, a risk they would not
have an opportunity to be heard.

No. 4: They would not be permtted
to participate in the discovery process.

They woul d not be able to ask questions,
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obtain answers, or attend di scovery
conf erences.

No. 5: Likew se, they would not be
subject to discovery, so others would not
| earn the basis for any reconmendati ons they
or their wi tnesses may have.

No. 6: They would be prohibited from
objecting to discovery requests and/ or
testi nony that may be inappropriate.

No. 7: They would not be permtted
to introduce testinmny of expert wi tnesses
sworn on the record by Ms. Mgatz, who is
sitting there right in front of you.

No. 8: They would not be permtted
to exam ne other parties' w tnesses at the
heari ngs thensel ves.

No. 9: They would not be permtted
to file briefs to informthe Hearing
Exam ners of their final positions after
hearing all of the testinony and consi deri ng
t he positions devel oped through discovery.

And finally, No. 10: They woul d not
be permtted to file exceptions |like the

ones you just voted on if they disagreed
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with the recommendati ons of the Hearing
Exam ners.

In short, they would be prohibited
from engaging in every aspect of the budget
review process except for public coment.

Those are the aspects of the budget
process that the Gas Conm ssion retains CLS
to do. Those are basically the things that
are set forth in our contract, what | just
listed to you.

And so these regulations, if they
l[imt other intervenors, those intervenors
will be fundanmentally excluded fromthe very
process that you retained the Public
Advocate to performas a consultant.

And so you shoul d vote against these
regul ati ons because basically you're saying
that only the Public Advocate and PGW can be
a part of that holistic review that |eads up
to your vote on budget proceedings.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BROWN: | have a question
al so for you, M. Ballenger.

You specifically nmentioned POAER
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bei ng included in these budget processes.
What about ot her organi zations that m ght
have an interest?

For instance, | know there's a keen
interest in cast iron main replacenent as a
maj or safety issue in Philadel phia, and in
t he past we have had some organi zati ons t hat
wer e opposed to the LNG infrastructure and
operations.

So the question is: How many ot her
organi zations can be involved in this
process?

MR. BALLENGER: | think,

M. Chairman, | don't believe that there is
really a necessity to exclude any one
organi zati on or any group of organizations
as yet unidentified.

From ny experience over the |ast 14
years, there have only been two ot her
partici pants who have intervened, POWER and
PGW s Uni on.

PGW s Union was very active around
2013-2014. As you may know, the City was

consi dering selling PGWand the Union was
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very opposed to that. These regul ations
woul d preclude them from partici pating.

But certainly if there are only, you
know, | think the definition is, procedural
parties, if the procedural parties are
defined to include only PGW and the Public
Advocate, as the regulations are witten to
provi de, that would exclude other parties,
whet her their interests be |iquefaction or
cast iron main replacement or anything else
regarding PGW They woul d not be able to
i ntervene and be engaged in those ten steps
that | just listed to you.

COW SSI ONER URBANI A: M. Ball enger,
this is Conm ssioner Urbania. | have a
question to follow up on that.

Do you believe that the Public
Advocate's role is to represent both the
public ratepayers as well as other
organi zati ons?

MR. BALLENGER: Wel |, under our
contract we are supposed to represent the
conmbi ned interests of residenti al

rat epayers. We are not supposed to be
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representing the interests of any one group
or other group.

But our role is defined nore
precisely as dealing with fiscal and policy
i ssues as raised by PGWin its budgets, so
hi storically, and also we are subject to the
Comm ssion's determ nation and gui dance as
to which witnesses and experts we can bring
in.

Soif we wanted to bring in, for
exanpl e, another expert to exam ne anot her
aspect of PGW s budget proposal, we're not
permtted to do so without the Conmm ssion's
bl essi ng.

| don't believe that has been
unreasonably w thheld. But, again, the
contract is very clear as to fiscal and
policy issues that are within the real m of
our review and our witness has historically
been an expert in utility finance, which has
been | argely the scope of our work and our
cont ext .

I n short, you know, when we represent

t he combi ned i nterests of 470, 000
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residential custoners, the npbst clear and
consi stent interest that they have is for
PGW not to waste custoner funds, and so that
has been our guiding principle. W |ook for
budget proposals that are excessive in
ampunt or unwi se in their focus.

A prime exanple fromyears ago woul d
be the CNG Hondas. W strongly opposed
those. We didn't think PGW needed CNG fl eet
vehi cl es. Of course, those have been
di sconti nued and | don't know their current
status. But just as an exanple, that's the
kind of thing that is not a nunbers/
dol | ars-and-cents proposal but is sonething
that we disagree with as far as the prudence
of investnment.

Ot herwi se, mobst of our focus is on
whet her or not PGW s estimtes of future
expenditures are reasonabl e, are borne out
by the record, are supported by past
spendi ng habits and histories, and we
| argely focus on those doll ar-and-cents
i ssues as you can see from our testinony.

COWM SSI ONER URBANI A:  Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN BROWN: Okay. Any questions
from ot her Conmm ssi oners?

(No response.)

CHAI RMVAN BROWN: Okay. Are there any
comments on behalf of the Gas Works
Enpl oyees Uni on Local 6867

(No response.)

CHAI RMAN BROWN: Okay. Hearing none,
next we will take comments from nmenbers of
the public. Comments will be limted,
again, to three mnutes and should be on the
topic of the Proposed Regul ati ons.

"Il turn it over to Hearing Exam ner
Wishi nske.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you, M. Chairman.

| see we have some City Council
representatives in the audi ence in person
here so | would like to call on you first if

you would |i ke to make any statenments. |If
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not, we will go to the nenbers of the
public.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:  First of
all, good nmorning to the nenbers of the Gas
Comm ssion and those we work together to
serve, the viewi ng public, all those who are
here assenbled. M nane is Nicol as
O Rourke. |'man at-l|large nmenber of the
City Council of Phil adel phia.

Show nme what denocracy | ooks |ike.
This is what denocracy | ooks |ike.

| ' m here today to advocate for the
public that we serve, to nmake sure they have
t he opportunity to state their views on this
Commi ssion's work in real time in the venues
where decisions that will inpact the public
are actually made.

Proposed regul ati ons that would
restrain public participation in Gas
Comm ssi on proceedings, frankly, are wrong.

Muni ci pal utilities, public
utilities, clearly have a w despread i npact
on the public; and as soneone who, |ike many

today, is concerned with the slipping of
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denocracy in all the obvious and otherw se
unobvi ous pl aces, | applaud the current
policy that |ets groups representing
rat epayers ask pointed questions about the
budget and vision of PGW

|"mglad to join my coll eagues,
Menmbers Jones and Driscoll, on today's call
and today's neeting; and | don't speak for
either of them but | don't think I'd be off
the mark when | say that they share ny
passi on for public coment as el ected
servants of the public. | sit next to one
and so | know how we feel about it.

It's inscribed in our rules and
regul ations for a reason: because our
work has a material inpact on the |lives of
Phi | adel phians. 1t's truly where the rubber
meets the road.

| see no reason why the sanme |ogic
shouldn't hold for the Gas Conm ssion, and a
nunber of our coll eagues agree. M office
delivered to the Conm ssion a letter noting
my opposition to these proposed rul e changes

asking for themto be withheld fromtoday's
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agenda. The request has been signed by nine
fell ow Council menbers: nanmel y, Leader

Br ooks, Kendra Brooks; Majority Leader

Kat herine G I nmore Richardson; Majority Wip
Counci |l man Thomas; Deputy Majority VWi p,

Ci ndy Bass; Menber Mark Squilla; Member
Jam e Gaut hier; Menber Quetcy Lozada; Menber
Rue Landau; as well as Menber JimHarrity.

"1l wrap up by stating the obvious:
| have been an organi zer with POWNER
Interfaith, a past that | am quite proud of,
so | know why they are so active in the
conversation about public utilities.

It's because of that organization's
belief that the work of building and
investing in a green transition is well and
truly upon us right now, not tonorrow, not a
few years fromnow, but in the current
moment. They connect that big picture, a
necessary shift to every choi ce nmade about
t he nature of our energy procurenment
process. | believe their view accurately
recogni zes a critical aspect of the work

this Conm ssion has been entrusted wth.
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But never mnd that | agree with
them | hope the Gas Comm ssion can
continue to make space for the general
public to share whatever views it has on
your pivotal work.

And | thank you for allow ng nme the
time to coment today. Blessings to you.
Power to the people.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: We wi | |
now t ake comments from nenbers of the public
who are in the Conm ssion's hearing room
first and we will follow that up, as we did
for the Operating Budget, with nenbers of
t he public who have joined us virtually.

So do we have anyone in the hearing
room who would like to offer testinony on
t he Proposed Regul ati ons?

M. Chanin, | saw you first again.

MR. CHANIN: Oh, | love going first.
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| don't | ove going first.

Thanks for the opportunity to speak.
Again, ny nane is still Mtch Chanin and I
amstill a PGWratepayer and a nearly
I'i fel ong Phil adel phi an.

" mgoing to deviate a little bit
fromwhat | had prepared just to say |
strongly agree with Council menber O RourKke,
M. Ballenger, and the others who are going
to speak today.

| am a nmenber of POWER Interfaith.
have been attendi ng heari ngs and neeti ngs
for the last three years. | haven't seen a
si ngl e budget proceedi ng be del ayed.

| don't understand the logic or the
val ues that lead to a proposal to reduce
public participation, to reduce
transparency, and to reduce accountability
froma public entity. It just doesn't make
any sense to ne at all.

| listen to a lot of City Council
nmeeti ngs and hearings and follow the hard
work that our |egislators are doing to try

to get information fromthe Adm nistration,

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o A~ w N PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N P O ©O 0O N O O B W N +—» O

Page 32

fromthe School District, from other public
entities to produce accountability, to
ensure that our public entities are
operating truly in the short-term and
|l ong-terminterest of the public.

| know they work really hard. | just
listened to a four-hour hearing about
homel ess youth that was in the Education
Commi ttee.

We need every tool possible to bring
information to the public, to allow good
i deas to be brought into the public entities
t hat governnent oversees, and to ensure that
t he budgets that are passed and the
deci sions that are made are truly in the
i nterest of the public.

The proposed regul ati on woul d, as
M. Ballenger said, elimnate the
possibility for POAER Interfaith and others
who wish to intervene to get information, to
respond to that information with conpelling
testinony, and to affect the budgets that
are approved.

And at a tinme when PGW needs to be
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transfornmed fundanmentally in order to
protect affordable energy for everyone in
Phi | adel phia and to nmeet the City's climate
goals, it's just shocking to nme really that
this would even be consi dered.

The idea of excluding nmenmbers of the
public from obtaining informati on and addi ng
their voices to the budget process are on
t he basis of absolutely no reason at all. |
see no problem The budgets are al
approved on time. As M. Ballenger
expl ai ned, the | ate budget that was
descri bed was before POWER even intervened.

So the only thing that | can concl ude
is that PGW doesn't want us to participate
because they don't like the ideas that we're
bringing forward and they don't want to have
to share information

So | really hope the Conm ssion w l
not approve any regul ations that have the
ef fect of reducing transparency,
accountability, and participation.

|f you need to wite down rul es and

make sure that things are codified, that
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sounds fine to me. But those rules cannot
exclude the public in the way that has been
proposed.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you.

Ckay. Peter Furcht.

MR. FURCHT: Hi. Peter Furcht, also
a menber of POWER | nterfaith.

"Il keep it very brief. |
compl etely agree 100% wi t h what
Counci | member O Rour ke has sai d, what
M. Chanin has just said.

If it were not for POWER s
i ntervening, we would not have that
geot hermal feasibility study. W would not
have found a $1.2 mllion math error in the
budget, in the Capital Budget, this year.

PGW has shown they don't want to hear
what POWER has to say and this is just
anot her way for themto codify that we can't
be heard because being able to be heard at a
public hearing like this, again, at one

point we were allowed to testify after the
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vote had been taken. Anyway, | totally
support the renoval of that regul ation.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Yes, please cone forward.

Coul d you state your name again for
the record, please, before you begin your
testi nony and you can start whenever you're
ready.

MS. COHEN:. All right. Thank you.
Yes. Again, ny nane is Sherrie Cohen and
l|'ma PGWratepayer.

Good norning again, Conm ssion
menbers. You are called by nane the
Phi | adel phi a Gas Conm ssi on and, of course,
you oversee the budget process of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Works. You are not the
private gas comm ssi on overseeing the
private gas works.

Your proposed regulation to bar
groups like POVWER Interfaith from
participating fully in the review of your

future budgets is a transparent power grab
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and an attack on denocracy. You are seeking
to prevent participation in your budget
process by groups seeking to hold you
accountable for your role in the climte
emer gency.

It is essential that groups Ilike
PONER Interfaith continue to have the power
to obtain information through discovery,
provi de detail ed expert testinonies,
gquestion PGW w tnesses during hearings, and
file official |egal briefs.

So | amin agreenent with all the
prior speakers, including the Public
Advocat e and Counci |l mrenber O Rour ke, and |
urge you to vote no on the proposed
regul ati on at issue.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank

you.
|s there anyone el se with us today?
Yes. You may please cone forward.
MS. ABENDROTH: Em |y Abendroth. And
just because | didn't say it before, | just

want to say also | am a PGWratepayer, have
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been for nmore than a few decades, and maybe
t hat nmakes the npst sense as the way in this
nmonment to add my own voice in opposition to
this regulation that woul d bar outside

organi zations from participating fully.

| want to say that |ike as someone
who is a PGW custoner, | have at |east two
concerns with which I enter. Like |I hope |

am being represented in the context of these
meeti ngs, one of which is fulfilled by the
Public Advocate, and | would say |ike I

t hank them for the rigor and the

t horoughness and care with which they have
fulfilled that role.

And | think Rob Ballenger just naned
very clearly like the ways in which they
advocate for efficient, reasonable use of
public expenditures.

But | also as a PGW custonmer have
anot her set of concerns which they do not
and are not claimng to and shouldn't have
to hold all of those roles at once, and that
Is a set of concerns that POWER does

fulfill; and those woul d be subtracted if
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this regul ati on passed and they were not
allowed to participate in the ways that they
have for the past four to six years.

And those are about nore
foundational, not strictly fiscal questions
that have to do with sort of how PGWis to
carry out its practices, not just in the
year-to-year budget itens, but around these
gquestions of the climate crisis and a
l ong-term switch away from fossil fuels.

And | think in other court
proceedi ngs we see all the tinme where they
al l ow other intervenors because those other
intervenors bring concerns that are not the
same ones that the primary party has. W
wat ch that all over the place in court
processes. And it would be a real
di sservice to not allow themto bring in the
set of questions that they are asking that
are supplenental and different and
critically inportant to this procedure.

So | just want to |lift back up the
ten ways that Rob Ball enger was nam ng, that

like it isn'"t a mnor change. It is not the
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sane to be part of a 2.5-m nute public
comment period as it is to actually be able
to ask for nore information about line itens
and things |ike that throughout the array of
the process, that they are not adequate
substitutes for one another.

So | urge you to reject this rule and
regul ation.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you for your testinony.

|s there anyone else with us today
who would like to testify on these proposed
regul ati ons?

(No response.)

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: | f not,
we will turn to | see eight, right now,
people online waiting to testify.

So No. 1 again is Elaine Fultz. |If
you could unnute yourself and you may begin
your testinony when you're ready.

MS. FULTZ: Yes. Thank you very

much. | am again, Elaine Fultz from West
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Phi | adel phia and | ask you to please vote no
on the proposed regul ation.

It seenms |ike so obvious to make the
poi nt that concerned organi zations should
have a voice in the Conmm ssion's
del i berations and |listening to those voices
I's basic to good governance and, conversely,
proposals to restrict the voices of those
who wish to testify before you is conpletely
antithetical to good governance. So | ask
you, please, to vote no.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you.

No. 2, | can read Panela, but the
| ast name is not com ng through. But if you
coul d unmute yourself, read your name for
the record, and you may begin your testinony
when you're ready.

MS. DARVI LLE: Thank you. Good
nmorning. My name is Panela Darville and |
am the co-chairperson of POAER Interfaith's
Climate, Justice and Jobs Team | am

delivering this statenent on behal f of
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POVER.

The Gas Conmi ssi on proposes a
regul ati on that bans outside parties,

i ncluding PONER, from actively participating
in its budgetary proceedings for PGW and as
it's been stated, these proceedings include
engagi ng in discovery, filing briefs,
exam ni ng wi tnesses, as M. Ballenger
outlined. It is unjust and unreasonabl e for
the Gas Conmm ssion to ban POWER from
participating in these proceedi ngs.

This proposed ban rem nds me of
facing discrimnation when trying to rent an
apartnment in Mam as a young | awyer worKking
for Community Legal Services.

The | andl ord demanded that | could
not rent the apartnent because the tenants
woul d not approve. It was unreasonable and
unjust for the landlord to do so. W know
it's unacceptable to deny anyone the right
to rent an apartment based on the col or of
t heir skin.

Thi s experience fueled my passion for

civil rights enforcenment and | dedi cated ny
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career fighting against injustice. Today
| ' m experiencing something that feels
simlar.

To be clear, the Gas Comm ssion is
not proposing to engage in unl awf ul
di scrimnatory action based on race. But it
is still engaging in an unjust and
unr easonabl e excl usi on by adopting this
regul ation.

The Gas Conmm ssion clains that the
regul ation is reasonable and necessary. It
is not. There is no evidence suggesting
t hat POWER has i npeded the Gas Conm ssion's
ability to review PGW s budgets.

Rather, this ban is an attenpt to
allow PGWto continue spending mllions of
dollars on infrastructure expansion w thout
any environnental oversight. PGW proposes
t hese budgets without analyzing their
environnmental inpact or considering how they
will help the City achieve its carbon
neutrality goals in the year 2050.

In closing, this regulation is an

unj ust and unreasonabl e excl usi on and shoul d
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not be adopted.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Next | see Steve Greenspan. I f you
could unnmute yourself and you may begi n when
you' re ready.

DR. GREENSPAN: Hello. Can you hear
me?

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Yes, we
can hear you.

DR. GREENSPAN: Thank you.

My nane is Dr. Stephen Greenspan.

' ma volunteer at POWER, but today | am
representing nyself. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak.

As a PGWratepayer | strongly object
to the proposed exclusion regul ation
prohi biting outside constituencies from
intervening in matters before the Gas
Conmi ssi on.

VWhile the Gas Conmm ssion Staff clains
t hat prohibiting outside constituencies

woul d i nprove efficiency, the goal of a
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budget review extends beyond nere
efficiency. It involves questioning
assunptions, identifying flaws, aligning
expenses with comunity priorities, and
enhanci ng the overall budget quality.

Budgets serve as noral docunents
reflecting priorities and choi ces.
| ndependent reviewers play a crucial role in
i mprovi ng budget proposals and engi neering
plans. Their fresh perspectives akin to
seeking a second nedi cal opinion ensure
t hor ough eval uati ons.

As a retired user experience
professional, | have conducted many quality
assurance assessnents and user experience
eval uations. | understand the val ue of
i ndependent voices and what happens in its
absence.

Consi der this year's exanple: During
t he Capital Budget proceedi ngs PONER' s
expert witness found a $1.2 mllion m stake,
an excellent return on an investnment. The
City's cost, just the tinme spent review ng

POVER' s fi ndi ngs.
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This and other findings were
recogni zed through the discovery and
Cross-exam nati on process. It would not
have happened if POWER had been restricted
to two or three mnutes' testinony after,
after the budget design process had been
conpl et ed.

Does the Gas Comm ssion really want
to prevent such findings by outside
constituencies? |Is uncovering a $1.2
mllion error an inefficient use of tinme?

Let's be clear: This is not about
increasing efficiency. This is about
i nsul ating PGWfrom public scrutiny.

Climte change is accelerating, but
its inmpact can be |lessened if we work
t oget her. | ndependent outside voices are
needed to question the assunpti ons and
details of governnent policies and budgets.
| ndependent outsiders ensure that the
government's noral conpass is in line with
t he people's values. |ndependent voices
nmust be taken seriously by the governnment

and intervenors in the budget proceedings
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hel p ensure that.

Pl ease, let's prioritize good
governance and denocracy. Reject this
proposal and denonstrate your conmmtnment to
governnent transparency. | urge you to vote
no.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you.

Next up, Peter, and | cannot see the
| ast nane.

MR. W NSLOW  Peter W nsl ow.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Pet er
W nsl ow, you may begin when you're ready.

MR. W NSLOW  Thank you. M nane is
Peter Wnslow. |'m a Phil adel phia resident,
a menber of POVWER, and president of A Smart
Col | aboration, an organization that is
dedi cated to nmeani ngful public participation
in public affairs.

M . Dasent reported that the Law
Departnent was review ng the proposed
regul ations fromthe perspective of

preserving the rights of the public. When |
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heard that, | said to nyself, yeah,
preserving an endangered speci es.

We are as a society in a position of
a crossroads in ternms of whether we are
going to participate as a society in our
affairs or we are going to succunb to
autocracy and the dom nance of the
powers-that-be, if you will.

Publ i c Advocate Ball enger has
recounted the ways in which this proposed
regul ati on would reduce and restrict the
rights of the public. Council menber
O Rour ke has descri bed the ways in which we
shoul d be enhancing and enl arging the rights
of the public.

This is not a hard call for the Gas
Comm ssion. The Gas Conmm ssi on should
reject this out of hand as anti-Denocratic,
agai nst the interests of the public, the
rat epayers, the citizens, the voters, and
t he people who serve the City both on the
Comm ssion and on PGW

We referred to the history that

exi sts here and this does exist in the
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cont ext . In the context of the history, the
trains run on time. There is no need for
this kind of a restriction. Orderly rules?
Sure. As Mtch Chanin had said, sure, we're
all in favor of that. But not ones that are
restrictive of the public's right to
partici pate.

So | would urge you to reject this
out of hand as an insult to the public,
di srespectful to the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a, and an obscenity that never
shoul d have been brought to the attention of
t he Conm ssi on.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you.

Next we have Allen, | can see Drew.

MR. DREW Great. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Yes, we
can hear you. Can you state your full nane.

OCh, Allen Drew, we've got it. Thank
you.

MR. DREW Yes, that is ny full nane,

Al l en Drew.
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Ckay. Yeah, 1'll go. Thanks so
much. My nanme is Allen Drew. | am a PGW
rat epayer, a pastor. | live in
Phi | adel phia. | do a lot of work in the

community of Hunting Park in North

Phi | adel phia, particularly with the Hunting
Park Conmmunity Solar Initiative. | am
speaki ng out just on behalf of nyself here
and 1'1l keep this short.

The climate crisis is by far the nost
significant threat facing humanity today.
Left unaddressed, the inmpact on hunman
bei ngs, comunities, societies, and nations
will be severe and on a scale unlike
anyt hing we've ever experienced before. W
are al ready experiencing the progression
ri ght now.

Faced with this reality, the City of
Phi | adel phi a has set clear targets for
near-term decar boni zati on, which is really
good. However, these targets so crucial for
our City to play our part in the gl obal
effort to curb climte change cannot happen

wi t hout the conpl ete phase-out of natural
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gas as a heating source in Philadel phia over
t he next 25 years.

So as a rem nder, natural gas, it
sounds sort of green and clean, it's been
called a bridge fuel; but it's nethane,
which is 80 times nore potent than
greenhouse gas and carbon dioxide, and it is
al ready a major and growi ng source of gl obal
heating, particularly through nethane | eaks,
which are a major issue.

So this means PGW nust begin the
project of transitioning away from gas and
t owards renewabl e systens in earnest now.

Unf ortunately, PGW has denonstrated
time and time again that they care nothing
about the global climte crisis and have no
i ntention whatsoever of changing their
model . They have their heads in the sand
and are not facing reality. And their
current effort to strip public coment out
of their budgeting process is just their
| at est obstructionist tactic sugarcoated by
M . Dasent here.

So I'm not going to speak to them
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because | know they won't listen. They have
shown that they cannot be reasoned wth.
They will only change if they are forced to
do so.

So |'m speaking to you, the Gas
Comm ssion, and the City Council reps here
today. The City of Phil adel phia owns PGW
PGW needs to follow our wi shes; not the
ot her way around. And the only way they'l|
do that is if the Gas Conm ssion and our
City Council representatives nmake them

And so | inplore you, Gas Comm ssion,
to vote no on this absurd proposal to bar,
gquot e/ unquot e, outside organizations from
participating fully in the PGW budget
review.

We're not outside organi zations,
we're PGWs owners, and we can see the dead
end for PGWand for the people of our City
in continuing with their proposed status
quo.

But we can al so see a really hopeful
and even exciting future for PGW and the

peopl e of Philadel phia if we pursue an
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i ntentional and urgent transition of PGW
away from gas and towards cl ean energy.

Ri ght now PGWis running around off
its leash. 1t's not listening to the Gas
Comm ssion or to City Council and it does
not want any oversight fromthe public. It
thinks it is the alpha. But it's not seeing
the big picture.

Pl ease, City Council and the Gas
Comm ssi on, put PGW back on its | eash and
get it under control. We, the people, own
PGW

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Excuse
me. That's your tine.

MR. DREW All right. Thanks very
much for considering ny testinony.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you for your testinony today.

Ckay. Next we have Julie Greenberg.

MS. GREENBERG. Thank you. My nane
is Julie Greenberg and | am a PGW r at epayer.
| work with POAER Interfaith because | care
about energy burdens in a time of dramatic

need for rapid transition to zero em ssions
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energy, renewable energy. W need PGWto
become a heating and cooling service that
does not rely on fossil fuels.

| support the position put forward by
Community Legal Services with regard to the
2025 Operating Budget and, in addition, |
ask you to vote no on the proposed
regul ation that would bar so-called outside
organi zations |like POVNER Interfaith from
participating fully in the review of PGW s
future budgets.

| find it extraordinary that a
majority of denocratically elected City
Counci |l members are calling on the Gas
Conmm ssion not to accept this regul ation.
They' re supporting denocracy.

POVNER has an integrated interest in
an equitable transition to fully renewabl e
energy for our health, our safety, and the
future of our children in this City and we
can see that PGW has no track record so far
of even making plans to go through this
great necessary turning towards affordable

renewabl e ener gy.
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If we did see a robust effort and
some | eadershi p, nmaybe we woul dn't need to
be community intervenors wi th nmeani ngful
participation, but we don't see that track
record. And so now nmore than ever it's
I nportant to have community voices to
co-create our own energy future. This is
our future for our famlies, for our
communi ties, and for our planet.

We call on the Gas Conmm ssion to
reject this resolution to ban conmmunity
groups, to ban POWER, and to thwart a
Denocrati c process.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you for your testinony.

Next we have Ella Israeli.

MS. | SRAELI: Yes. Hi. Good
morning. My name is Ella Israeli. I'ma
PGW r at epayer living in West Phil adel phi a.

| am al so a social worker at Philly
Thrive, an RCO based in Grays Ferry. CQur
base is low-income residents in Grays Ferry,

but we also work with Phil adel phians from
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t hroughout the City.

But |I'm here to speak for nyself
t oday, not on behalf of Philly Thrive, and
add nmy voice to ask you to vote no on this
proposed regul ati on.

We, the public, own PGW and PGW and
the Gas Comm ssion should wel cone
organi zations that represent the people's
interest, participate, and not try to
excl ude them

So many Phi |l adel phi ans are struggling
to pay their bills and the climate crisis is
accelerating. So many of the folks | work
with, elders, those on fixed incones, people
with disabilities, lowincome famlies, so
many of the people | work with consistently
every nonth have to deci de between paying
their utility bill or paying their rent.

Peopl e have to deci de whether or not they

w || have heating or cooling or if their
kids will have shelter.
In terms of the climte crisis, |I'm

28 and |'"m pretty worried. Every single

summer is consistently the hottest summer on
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record and, yeah, like | want ny future kids
and | want to live in a world where | can
l'ive in Philadelphia and |ike continue to
experi ence snow.

So we need robust public
participation in order to make sure the
budget reflects what Phil adel phi ans need and
deserve to ensure affordability, to ensure
t hat people don't have to choose between
what bills to pay, and to ensure a rapid and
just shift towards clean energy now. W
need nore participation; not less. | urge
you to vote no.

Thank you for letting me testify.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you for your testinony.

Next | see Nadi ne Young.

Nadi ne Young, could you unnute
yoursel f, and you may begin your testinony
when you're ready.

Ckay. Let's nove to -- oh, sorry.

MS. YOUNG. Thank you. Yeah; sorry.
Nadi ne Young here. | ama PGWratepayer and

a long-time Philly resident.
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| would just like to offer a small
addition to the thorough statenments that all
t he speakers before me have made and that is
one of the things that troubles ne
especi ally about this proposal, for what
M. Dasent refers to as streamined
procedures, is that streanmlining is about
time, as Dr. Greenspan nentioned.

Whose tine is valuable? The tinme of
PGW executives or the tinme of those inpacted
by their decisions?

Time is noney, everyone says. Now,
that may be true for the PGW executives who
must listen to chall enges and advice they
don't want to hear to provide information
they don't want to share.

But | think the highest and best use
of everybody's tine is to gain useful
knowl edge that will get us the best results.
And expense of tinme to listen to and
actually hear and respect the comments of
out si de organi zati ons and the advice of the
experts that they can provide is a deeply

wi se use of tine.
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It's an efficient way to gain
perspective, learn alternatives for
approachi ng problens, all of which comes
fromthe valuable time invested by those who
are paying close attention both to PGW s
conduct and to the grave threats of air
pol lution and climte change.

| would just like to close by saying
the waste of all our time and noney, |
guess, is this proposed restriction on
participation and intervention.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you.

Li nnea Bond, if you could unnute
yoursel f and you may begin when you're
ready.

MS. BOND: Hi. As | said before, ny
name is Linnea Bond. | am a ratepayer,

Phi | adel phia resident, and the Health and
Envi ronment al Education Director for
Physi ci ans for Social Responsibility
Pennsyl vani a.

Again, in the interest of time, I'll
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keep it short and say that no one has spoken
with whom | disagree, especially
Counci | member O Rourke. | really appreciate
hi s coments.

| want to underscore that ten out of
16 menbers on City Council signed his letter
opposi ng these regulations that would limt
public participation, which has been naned
as a priority by City Council, specifically
in 2019 in Resolution 190728, which says
that the public will have opportunities and
be encouraged to participate in the process
for planning and i nplenmentation of the 2050
goals for our climte.

| appreciate your tinme. Thanks so
much.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Karen Melton, you may unnute yourself
and begin when you're ready.

MS. MELTON: Thank you.

My nane is Karen Melton and |'m
speaking as a PGW customer for the |ast 45

years.
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| ask you to vote no on this proposal
to prevent organizations such as POWAER
Interfaith fromfully participating in the
PGW process in the many ways that were
listed by the Public Advocate.

The current systemallows for the
accountability and transparency needed by a
publicly owned utility. |I'mactually
appal l ed that this was proposed and that the
Comm ssion, including three menbers who were
el ected to represent us, would even have it
on the agenda, |et alone consider it.

Denocracy isn't easy. |It's not
supposed to be easy. Please vote no and
tell your Staff to stop bringing this up.
Looki ng for ways to avoid public scrutiny is
not a good use of your time and fighting for
the right to participate is not a good use
of our tine.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you.

Eli sa McCool, you may unmute yourself

and begin your testinony.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o A~ w N PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N P O ©O 0O N O O B W N +—» O

Page 61

MS. McCOOL: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. Good norning.
My nane is Elisa McCool. |I'ma PGW
customer, a nom and also a nmenber of POWER
because | believe in a future of racial and
econom c justice on a |livable planet.

Unli ke an investor-owned utility that
focuses on providing returns to
shar ehol ders, as many people have said
today, | also am proud of the fact that PGW
iIs a city-owned utility, meaning that it
should be primarily responsible to
Phi | adel phi ans.

Today PGW has an opportunity to truly
be the City's utility, to be nore
accountable to the public, not |ess.
| nstead, PGWis trying to block the ability
of regul ar Phil adel phians to have a full say
in how their utility operates.

"Streanline" is a code word for this,
but we all know that this proposed
regul ation restricts meani ngful public
participation, and this is shameful. \What

do they have to hide?
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As many ot her speakers today have
said, we should have nobre real participation
with PGW \Where is the information about
t he progress nmade on the geothermal pilot?
Vhere is the information about how PGWi s
wor king to phase out fossil fuels by 2050 to
provide truly safe and affordable energy for
al I'?

| nstead, PGW wants to hide and bl ock
the public fromhaving a say. This is a bad
| ook for the City and not the right thing to
do. Please vote no on the proposed
regul ati on.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you for your testinony.

El owyn Cor by, you may unnmute and
begi n your testinony.

MS. CORBY: All right. Thank you so
much. My baby is sleeping so hopefully you
can hear me a little bit better this tine.

| am a PGW ratepayer and as a result
a part owner. | live in Point Breeze and |

amtestifying on behalf of sinmply nmyself and
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| guess ny famly, who are equally inpacted.

We have wat ched PGW squander multiple
opportunities to advance the dual and
increasingly conplementary public interests
of affordable energy bills and cl ean energy,
whi ch together can help all Phil adel phi ans
tolive in confort and dignity, both now and
going forward; and as owners it is only
rati onal for us as PGWratepayers to react
to these m ssed opportunities by increasing
oversight and participation. However, these
regul ati ons would nove us in the opposite
di rection.

| agree with the speakers before ne,
especially with Mtch Chanin, who rem nded
us these regul ati ons woul d not advance their
stated goal of efficiency; with
M. Greenspan, who rem nded us that budgets
are noral docunments; and really with
everybody who has spoken so far.

It seenms that there's a clear
consensus on this call that these
regul ations are antithetical to the public

interest and | join those speakers before ne
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in urging you to vote no.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you.

Charl es Lanier, you may unnute and
begi n your testinony.

MR. LANI ER: Thank you. Charles
Lani er, Hunting Park NAC, agai n,
Nei ghbor hood Advi sory Comm ttee. | echo
everything said today.

But to deny public comment is to deny
the voice of low-inconme residents of
Phi | adel phia with extreme energy burdens who
are not able to advocate for thensel ves and
rely on the commtted advocacy of all
representatives at this hearing. So you
have to vote no. You have to vote no.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE:  Thank
you for your testinony.

And the |last hand up | see is Karen
Harvey. You may unnute.

MS. HARVEY: Thank you. Good

norning. My name is Karen Harvey. | amthe
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Director of the Phil adel phia Rent Contr ol
Coalition. | will be brief.

G ven the history of the Phil adel phia
Gas Works' actions as regards | ow-incone
resi dents of Philadel phia and as an advocate
for citizens who each nonth nust decide
whet her to pay their rent, buy nmedication,
or pay their utility bills, conplete with
exorbitant rate hikes, w thout
representation by organi zati ons represented
here today, |ow-incone residents would have
no opportunity to have their voices heard.
| urge you to reject the proposed
regul ati on.

Thank you.

HEARI NG EXAM NER WUSHI NSKE: Thank
you. And thank you all for your testinony
t oday.

| don't see any other hands up, so |
will turn it back over to Chairman Brown.

CHAI RMAN BROWN: Thank you.

|, too, want to thank everyone for
your active participation and comments

t oday.
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COVMM SSI ONER URBANI A: M. Chairmn,
| would like to make a notion, given the
testi nony we heard today and the new
information, to table this vote until such
time as the Comm ssion brings this issue up
agai n.

COMM SSI ONER DRI SCOLL: M . Chai r man,
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| would Iike to second that notion.

CHAI RMAN BROWN: Okay. The notion

has been noved and properly seconded.
Any further discussion?

(No response.)

CHAI RMAN BROWN: All in favor?
COW SSI ONER URBANI A:  Aye.
COW SSI ONER BRADY: Aye.

COW SSI ONER DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CHAI RMAN BROWN:  Aye.

Any opposed?

(No response.)

CHAI RMAN BROWN: The notion carri es.
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( Appl ause.)

(Wher eupon the nmotion was unani nously

carried.)

Reported By: Susan Marie Mgatz, RMR, CRR
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