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ACTI NG CHAI RMAN BROWN: The next item
on the agenda is such other business as my
properly be brought before the Conm ssion.

| s there any other business that is
to be brought before the Comm ssion?

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Menbers of the
public, if you wish to speak at this tine,
pl ease use the controls in the Zoom wi ndow
to raise your hand. We will keep count of
t hat .

As | nmentioned prior to the start of
the recording, you will have two minutes to
speak. At the 30-second remai ning mark we
will |let you know that you have 30 seconds
in hopes to give you a chance to wrap up
your comments. However, if you do go over
the two m nutes, we are going to have to
st op you.

| will give you a few nmonments ri ght
now -- we have three people who have
i ndi cated that they wish to speak, four -- |
will give you a few nore nmoments, just a few
nore nmonments, to see if anybody wants to

speak.
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Ckay. Right now we have five people.
| am going to read the names out for the

record so Sue has them captured.

We have -- and we are going to go in
the order that | do call your nanme once |
finish reading these off -- first Mtch

Chani n, Peter Furcht, Nadine Young, Walter
Tsou, and Panel a Darville.

Sue, are you ready?

THE COURT REPORTER: | am

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Okay.

We are going to begin with
M. Chanin. | amgoing to start your tinme
off. Please introduce yourself officially
for the record and you may begi n speaking.
Your tinme begins now.

MR. CHANIN: Great. M nane is Mtch
Chanin. |'m part of Reclaim Phil adel phi a.

Thanks for the opportunity to testify
t oday, though |I wanted to say procedurally |
wi sh that nenbers of the public could speak
before the vote that we're attenpting to
coment on rather than after at future

meetings if that is possible.
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So I'mvery disappointed in the
decision. |'m di sappointed that PGWis
putting forward what anounts to a
busi ness- as-usual budget, capital budget.

| ' ve been readi ng about the prospect
of billions of dollars of natural gas
i nfrastructure expenditures through this and
future capital budgets which will raise
costs for people who are already strapped
and struggling to afford their bills at the
sane tinme that we're facing this
accelerating climte crisis.

| really appreciated POVNER' s
recommendati on that PGWfully investigate,
report on, and discuss non-pipeline
alternatives to that expensive gas
infrastructure as a way to keep rates
af fordabl e and al so to address and begin
transformng PGWto be a constructive actor
in solving rather than exacerbating the
climate crisis, and |I'm just extrenmely
di sappoi nted that that hasn't happened.

| guess because the decision has

al ready been rendered, | would |like to maybe
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direct nmy hopes to Council menber Driscoll --

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

MR. CHANIN: -- that we can address
this issue within City Council when Counci
takes up the capital budget next.

Thank you very nuch.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Thank you.

Next we have Peter Furcht, if you
could officially introduce yourself for the
record. Your time starts now.

MR. FURCHT: Hi . Pet er Furcht,

Phi | adel phia resident, PGWratepayer.

As Mtch just described, | also am
extrenmely di sappointed in the Gas Comm ssi on
for allowing PGWto continue essentially
busi ness as usual .

There's a climate crisis. Philly has
a 2050 carbon neutrality pledge. There's a
| oom ng gas affordability crisis. There's a
prospect of PGW bankruptcy and hundreds of
| ost j obs.

Why aren't you, the Comm ssion, doing
everything in your power to steer PGW

towards reducing, not increasing,
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infrastructure costs and gas sal es?

Why aren't you doing everything to
push PGWto enmbrace, not avoid,
di versification, NPAs, and custoner
efficiency nmeasures?

Efficient custonmers are penalized
with WNA charges. NPAs are only a
hal f hearted effort. PGWcontinues to invest
in new pipelines. Diversification and Level
3 em ssion efforts appear to be hal fhearted
as well based on the totally uninformative
staff's report provided.

The budget you just approved ignores
t he advice of industry experts and public
opi nion. You all have your blinders on,
your ears covered. You're living in the
| ast century. You're acting irresponsibly.

| amliving in this century and being
responsible. In a few weeks I'minstalling
a 400% efficient heat punp, 1 Btu in, 4
Btu's out. M heating bill will drop at
| east 20% based on today's gas and
electricity rates. M electricity is 100%

renewable. It's just a clear win for the --
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EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

MR. FURCHT: [|If PGWhad installed a
geot hermal | oop, ny story would be better.
My heat punp is limted due to air
tenperature efficiency dropoff.

But a water-sourced heat punp with
wat er provided by PGW woul d be | ess
expensive, not inpacted by cold weather, it
woul d run at 400% efficiency all w nter
| ong, providing a bigger win for both ne,
the climate, and for PGW

PGW has now | ost this opportunity

to --

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Your time is
up.

MR. FURCHT: In the neantinme, if |
give you ny address, will you turn ny gas

off in two weeks or should I call back?
EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: M. Furcht,
gas di sconnection is handled via PGWs
customer service line. Thank you for your
comrent s.
Ms. Young, please introduce yourself

and your tinme begins now.
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MS. YOUNG. Good nmorning. M nane is
Nadi ne Young. | ama retiree living in
Phi | adel phia on a fixed income so | am
worryi ng about PGW s rate increases.

But 1'm al so kind of baffled because
it seenms to ne that PGW has no plan to
generally explore alternative technol ogi es
t hat woul d make energy nore affordable and
reduce carbon em ssions. W know there are
non- pi peline alternatives that point to a
future where PGW becones a smart utility.

Despite being an old |ady, | pay
attention to the just and cl ean energy
future that's comng. But it |ooks to ne
li ke PGWs plan is for business as usual
forever, spending mllions or billions on
nore gas infrastructure long into the
future. PGW s plan seens to be to ignore
the new technol ogy future.

| can't help but think that this wll
soon drive PGWs comercial custonmers and
residents who can afford it to make the
switch that M. Furcht has referred to, the

switch to heat punps and induction stoves
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and cl ean energy sources, |leaving PGWwi th
no customers --

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

MS. YOUNG. -- and no plan for
survival. That's a bit baffling.

So | urge the Conmm ssioners to direct
PGWto stop trying to block its custoners,
its owners, fromfully participating and to
direct PGWto engage with its community to

explore in good faith all the options that

wll give us affordability and a cl ean
future in which PGWis still relevant.
Thanks.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON:  Your two
m nutes is up. Thank you.

Dr. Tsou, introduce yourself. Your
time begins now.

DR. TSOU:. M nane is Dr. Walter
Tsou. |'mon the board of Physicians for
Soci al Responsibility in Pennsylvania and |
live in Philadelphia and I'm a PGW gas user.

As a public health physician and
former Health Comm ssioner of this City, I'm

qui te concerned about the greatest public
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health threat to Phil adel phia and, for that
matter, the planet; nanely, climte change
and the contribution of natural gas to our
ever-warm ng worl d.

My |arger concern is the failure to
expl ain how the repairs that are suggested
fit into the larger transition of the
Ri chmond Pl ant away from natural gas and
toward renewabl e energy sources.

The debate about spending
$4.7 mllion for repairs or $3.1 mllion for
a new power plant belies the | arger question
of: Where is the tinmeline to close the
Ri chnmond PI ant ?

How do we ensure that the inevitable
need to get off gas will happen to mnim ze
the cost of this future stranded asset?

Coul d these funds be better spent in
el ectrifying neighborhoods and converting
their heaters and air conditioners to heat
punps, as was previously suggested by Peter,
as we start to reduce the use of gas?

Where is the plan to devel op

geot hermal grids and pilot projects so we

Veritext Lega Solutions
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can slowy reduce the need for the Ri chnmond
Pl ant in general ?

| nqui ring m nds want to know.

The Gas Comm ssion should do nore
t han rubber-stanp expendi tures proposed by
PGW

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

DR. TSOU. There should be an ongoi ng
di al ogue and direction to nove us toward a
different PGWw th | ess gas and nore
electrification. That should be the
di rection of your questioning and the
i nevitable responsibility of your
Conmmi ssi on.

Thank you.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Thank you,
Dr. Tsou.

Finally we have Pamela Darville.
Pl ease introduce yourself. Your tinme begins
now.

MS. DARVI LLE: Good nor ni ng,
Comm ssioners. M nane is Panmela Darville.
' ma PGW custoner.

| " ve practiced |law for over 40 years.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o A~ w N PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N P O ©O 0O N O O B W N +—» O

Page 15

That entailed being in an adversari al
position. The goal was to represent ny
clients to the best of nmy ability and w n.
You know, as a |awyer | never believed in
col | aborati on.

But just now | thought the goal of
this neeting was one of collaboration and
that there were no conpeting interests here
and it is ny belief that there should be no
conpeting interests in this neeting; that
PGW the Gas Comm ssion, and stakehol ders
all agree with the sane interests, to enjoy
and provide affordable clean energy.

How do we get to that? You have to
all ow community groups to nmeet with PGW to
engage in open di al ogue about how do we go
about engaging in non-pipeline alternatives,
and we know t hat an expanded i nvestnent in
these alternatives could make energy nore
af fordabl e and protect the climate.

It's not a burden to allow comunity
groups to nmeet with PGW - -

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

MS. DARVILLE: -- to engage in this
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type of dialogue, to engage in nmeeting with
their publicly held utility conpany. That
shoul d not be a burden. That's an
opportunity. For this Conmm ssion to
describe it as a burden is m nd-boggling, as
someone st at ed.

You know, | think that PGW shoul d
take this opportunity to be on the right
side of this issue.

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: Ms. Darville,
' msorry; that's your tine.

MS. DARVILLE: Thank. You very nuch.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Thank you.

That is all that we have for the
comment portion, Chairman Brown.

ACTI NG CHAI RMAN BROWN:  Thank you,
Genel a.

And t hank you, everyone, for your
comments and feedback.

There being no further business, |
direct the Gas Commi ssion Staff and assigned
counsel fromthe Law Departnent to prepare
t he necessary orders and resol utions that

result fromtoday's neeting.
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This meeting is adjourned. Thank
you, everyone.

(Vhereupon the neeting adjourned at
11: 05 a.m)

Reported By: Susan Marie M gatz, RMR, CRR
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