A W NP

(0]

10
11
12

13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Page 1

PHI LADELPHI A GAS COMMI SSI ON
REGULATI ONS ON POLI CI ES FOR PROCEEDI NGS
BEFORE THE PHI LADELPHI A GAS COMM SSI ON

August 12, 2025
10: 08 a. m
Hybrid Meeting held on the
18th Floor - 1515 Arch Street
and Virtually via Teans
BEFORE: CHRI STY BRADY, Chairwoman
M KE DRI SCOLL
EVAN URBANI A (Via Teams)
DOM NI C Mc GRAW
Bl LL RUBI N, Alternate
Commi ssi oners

VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS
Ml D- ATLANTI C DI VI SI ON
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APPEARANCES:

JAMES C. KELLETT, ESQ.
Deputy City Solicitor
Counsel to Phil adel phia Gas Comm ssi on

ANDRE C. DASENT, ESQ. (Via Teams)
BROOKE DARLI NGTON, ESQ.
Counsel to Phil adel phia Gas Wbrks

COMMUNI TY LEGAL SERVI CES, | NC.

BY: ROBERT W BALLENGER, ESQ. (Via Teams)
VI KRAM PATEL, ESQ. (Via Teams)

Counsel to Public Advocate

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF PGC:

GEMELA N. McCLENDON, ESQ.
Executive Director

HEI DI L. WUSHI NSKE, ESQ.
Heari ng Exam ner
ROSLYN BELL, ESQ.
Hearing Exam ner

ANNA M. CORRADO ROWE

Seni or Anal yst

TI MOTHY MURTHA

Fi nanci al Analyst/Internal Auditor

SANDRA FONTANEZ (Via Teams)
Adm ni strative Assi st ant
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF PGW

ROBERT HOAGLUND, ESQUIRE (Via Teams)
Seni or Attorney

W LLI AM J. GALLAGHER

Vice President, Budget and Strategic
Devel opment

SHAWN M. MURRAY (Via Teanms)

Director, Resource Management Technol ogy

KELLY A. DeLUSSEY SCHREIBER (Via Teams)

Director, Resource Management
CARI TA COUNCIL (Via Teams)
Seni or Budget Analyst, Finance

| MAN HILL (Via Teams)
Budget Analyst, Finance
DOUG BALMER (Via Teams)
Budget Analyst, Finance
PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY CONTROLLER:
FRANK | ANNUZZI
PRESENT ON BEHALF OF POWER | NTERFAI TH:

DEVI N Mc DOUGALL, ESQ. (Via Teams)

CELI NE BUSNELLI (Via Teams)
Litigation Assistant
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF PHI LADELPHI A:
DEPARTMENT OF STREETS:
KRI STIN DEL ROSSI (Via Teanms)

OFFI CE OF TRANSPORTATI ON & | NFRASTRUCTURE
SYSTEMS:

MEGAN M. CLARKIN (Via Teams)

OFFI CE OF ENERGY | NFRASTRUCTURE:
TAMMY LEE (Via Teams)

OFFI CE OF SUSTAI NABI LI TY:
ANNA SHUGOL L
CHARLOTTE SHADE (Via Teams)
KATHERI NE LEONETTI (Via Teams)
LI Z LANKENAU
LI ZZI E DI ACI K
NI THI KRI SCHEN
OLI VI A GARCI A
SHOSHANNA BRI CKLIN (Via Teams)

ZACH LYTLE
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PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLI C:

BRI AN DRI ES

CELI NE WATKO (Via Teams)
JORDAN TEI CHER (Via Teams)
KAREN MELTON

LI NNEA BOND (Via Teams)

Ml TCH CHANI N

PETER FURCHT (Via Teams)

STEVE GREENSPAN
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(Via Zoom)
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CHAI RWOVAN BRADY: The next item on
the agenda is the Revision to the Proposed
Regul ati on on Policies for Proceedings
before the Phil adel phia Gas Conm ssi on.

On August 29, 2024, the Conm ssion
voted to approve the proposed regul ati ons
governi ng proceedi ngs before the
Phi | adel phia Gas Conmm ssi on.

On August 30, 2024, Conm ssion Staff
properly filed the regulations with the
Depart ment of Records.

On September 27, 2024, the Departnent
of Records received inquiry requests for a
hearing regardi ng the regul ati ons and on
Novenber 18, 2024, a hearing pursuant to
Article VIII, Chapter 4, Section 8-407 of
the Home Rul e Charter was conduct ed.

During that hearing the attending
Comm ssi oner and Staff received public
testinony fromaffected citizens on the
regul ati ons adopted at the August 29, 2024,
meeti ng.

Al'l testinpny was sent to the City of

Phi | adel phi a Law Departnent for review and
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potential edits to the regulations in
response to the testinony.

The revised regul ations are now
submtted for final consideration and
approval .

We would |like to provide the
participants with the opportunity to speak
briefly on this issue before we call the
gquestion to vote.

First we will hear from PGW
M . Dasent.

MR. DASENT: Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.

We have spoken to this issue in
detail and in witing and at hearings and
prior exchanges with the Public Advocate and
others in the roomand we stand by our
testi nony and our position that we need to
sort of revisit fromtinme to time procedures
for the review of our budgets; and as a part
of that we're hopeful that we'll get the
wi dest possible input and that we'll conme up
with a process that works, and fromtine to

time we'll revisit that process to make sure
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t hat any problens that we have with it can
be addressed.

We've done that with protocols, we've
done that with other processes before the
Comm ssion, and |I'm hopeful we'll do that
here and |I'm hopeful in that sense that
everyone can see that it is a fair path
forward and that we're constantly | ooking
for ways to make the budget process work
better.

Thank you.

CHAI RWOVMAN BRADY: Thank you,

M. Dasent.

M. Ballenger, are there any
statenments on behalf of the Advocate?

MR. BALLENGER: Good norni ng, Madam
Chai r.

Just briefly, we maintain the
position that we espoused in our written
comments with POAER Interfaith regarding the
proposed regul ati ons.

We're not sure what the revisions to
t he regul ati ons enconpass, but our position

is and will be that PGW s custoners and
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citizens of Phil adel phia benefit from high
scrutiny of PGW s proposals; high scrutiny
of PGW s ongoi ng spendi ng; and a detail ed,
t horough record in which we're able to
present our views in contrast to PGWs and
whi ch ot her stakehol ders |ikew se have the
rights to do so.

| hope that the Comm ssion has heard
t hose same comments fromus a few tines now
and has enbraced themin the revised
regul ati ons.

We will certainly ook to the revised
regul ati ons and hope to see inprovenments
from what was proposed. But as | think we
made cl ear, we do not believe that what was
proposed by the Comm ssion was appropri ate.

So wi thout know ng what the
Comm ssion is preparing to vote on, that's
all | can really offer today. Thank you.

CHAI RWOMAN BRADY: Thank you,

M . Ball enger.

Next we will take comments from

menbers of the public. Coments will be

l[imted to three m nutes and should be on

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
A WO N P O O 0O N O O B WO N +—» O

Page 10

the topic of the proposed regul ati ons.

"1l turn it over to Executive
Di rect or McCl endon.

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: First --

MR. McDOUGALL: Excuse ne, Director
McCl endon.

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: M . McDougal |,
we'll take you with the virtual
participants. | understand that you
represent POVNER Interfaith, but if you don't
mnd, I will call you first anong the
virtual participants.

MR. McDOUGALL: Sure.

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: We only have
two nmenbers of the public present in the
room-- three.

So turning to the nenbers of the
public who are present in the room again,
as with the Operating Budget, if you wl|l
step forward to the m crophone, introduce
yoursel ves again for the record -- | know
for the two of you it's a bit repetitious --
and then you will have three mnutes in

whi ch to speak.
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So it seens |like the gentlenmen are
asking you to cone first.

MS. MELTON: My nanme is Karen Melton.
| ama |long-time PGWcustonmer and it's kind
of --

EXEC. DI R. M:CLENDON: Ms. Melton,

i ntroduce yourself and then I'll start. W
don't want your introduction to cut into
your speaking time. Okay?

MS. MELTON: Okay.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Did you want
to provide us your neighborhood or ZIP code
before we begin?

MS. MELTON: Sure. | live in East
Falls and my ZIP Code is 19129.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Thank you.
Now you may begin.

MS. MELTON: Thank you.

So it's kind of |aughable that you're
asking the Comm ssion to vote on somet hing
and asking us to coment on sonething that
you're not even disclosing what your
revisions to the regul ation are.

So we have no idea what we're
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comenting on. | would like to think that

you know what you're voting on, that you've
seen it ahead of time, but | can't be sure

of that.

So this really feels like just a sham
opportunity for public coment and that's
exactly what the whole hearing was about.

We had dozens of people tal k about

denocracy, transparency, and the fact that
you are a public utility and you ought to be
engaging with the public. So to me this is
just anot her exanple of the Gas Comm ssion

who has no interest in engaging with the

public.

Thank you.

MR. GREENSPAN: Hi. |I'm Steve
G eenspan.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Okay. You may
begi n now.

MR. GREENSPAN:. Ckay. Good norning.

| " m a Phil adel phia resident and PGW
ratepayer. |'mhere to strongly support
POWNER s proposed amendments that were nade

back in Novenber to restore meani ngf ul
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community participation in PGW s budget
process.

| just have to say, one, it's very
uncl ear what is being proposed. There's
not hi ng on the county board of proposed
records -- or regulation, rather -- I'm
sorry; the City's website on proposed
regul ati ons.

And | also want to comment on
M. Dasent's point about wanting a process.
If you truly, truly believed in comunity
engagenment and wanting a good process, you
woul d | ook at the very short |ist of
i ntervenors that have been intervening over
t he past several years and engage themin a
conversati on about how to make this process
nore efficient, better, and result in a
hi gher-quality budget. You haven't done
that. No one from PGW has done that.

So this is now the third or fourth
time we're debating these rules. You know
what happened in August. |In Novenber you
recited that. Over 50 concerned ratepayers

showed up. And | don't know if you've taken
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their comments into account or not. \What |
can say is that you've been very qui et about
this whol e process.

So let's be clear what you're trying
to elimnate in that original proposal.

Last year POVWER s expert w tness caught a
$2 mllion error that would have cone

strai ght out of our pockets, the residents,
t he ratepayers.

PGW and Conmm ssion Staff claim
excl udi ng comunity voices woul d make the
process nore efficient, but this is not
about efficiency. [It's about
accountability, and the results speak for
t henmsel ves. We have constantly, constantly
I nproved the quality of the budget.

Ri ght now PGW generates mllions of
tons of gas em ssions annually, yet its
carbon reduction goals represent |ess than
1% of those em ssions. How wil
Phi | adel phia meet its net zero conm tnments?

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: 30 seconds.

MR. GREENSPAN: 30 seconds, okay.

You can continue this pattern of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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excl usion and secrecy or you can adopt
amendnments that restore denocracy and
accountability while maintaining efficiency.
You can protect PGWfrom scrutiny or you can
protect ratepayers from $2 mllion m stakes.
You can silence community voices or you can
honor Phil adel phia's comm tnent to
transparency and climte action.

| urge you not to go ahead with at
| east the original proposal. | have no idea
what's bei ng proposed now.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: M. Greenspan,
that's your time. Thank you.

MR. GREENSPAN:. Thank you very nuch
and - -

EXEC. DI R. McCLENDON: If you'll
just --

MR. GREENSPAN. -- as peopl e have
said, this is crazy.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: Thank you,
M. Greenspan.

M. Chanin, just give us a nonent.
We're trying to elimnate the feedback.

MR. MURTHA: So it has to do with the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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m c and the speaker com ng through the sane
channel .

EXEC. DI R. M:CLENDON: M. Chanin,
are you going to speak?

MR. CHANI N:  Yes.

EXEC. DI R. M:CLENDON: Step forward.
| think that we m ght be able to figure out
I f the feedback has been elim nated once
you're there.

MR. CHANIN: How s that?

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: | don't hear
the feedback. | can't tell if you're |oud
enough to be heard.

MR. CHANIN: Oh, how s that?

EXEC. DI R. M CLENDON: Okay. I think
that that's okay.

Ckay. Again, if you could introduce
yourself, and then we'll start your three
m nutes after you conplete your
i ntroducti on.

MR. CHANIN: Sure. Mtch Chanin, PGW
rat epayer, nmenmber of POWER Interfaith and
ot her organi zations, 19116 Zi p code.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: You may begin
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now.
MR. CHANIN:. Okay. | am not sure how

much | have to add. | don't know if

everyone will catch the reference, but |

kind of feel like I'"'min Iike a Franz Kafka

story right now. |'m being asked to coment

on a resolution when | don't know what it
says and have no idea how |I'm supposed to
of fer meani ngful feedback to sonmething that
| haven't seen.

| can't understand how the rules
coul d possibly work that way. |t seens off
the wall to me that we're supposed to
comment prior to a vote when we don't know
what's being voted on.

That said, if there are not
substantial anmendnents to the regul ation
that was originally approved and that dozens
of us all opposed, including |I believe a
majority of City Council nenbers, | mean, in
essence what the Comm ssion will be doing is
rolling back transparency and
accountability, making it harder for us to

get information and harder to participate in
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extrenely inportant decisions that affect
whet her or not people can afford their

bills, whether or not we're safe and heal t hy
in our homes, and whet her or not we have a
l'ivable climte.

| really hope that that's not what's
going to happen here. W're living through
essentially a fascist takeover of our
Federal Governnment, defunding of essenti al
programs that's making it harder to afford
our energy, destroying climate progress,
nonstop |lies about climte and energy.

We need a maxi mum of transparency and
accountability. W can't have any roll backs
what soever.

There was nothing wong with the
original process. It was working fine. The
only reason to approve the regul ati ons that
were initially adopted will be to shut out
the public, and | really hope you're not
going to do that.

Thank you.

CHAI RWOMAN BRADY: Thank you.

Can | ask a question? Were these
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revi sed regul ati ons posted?

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: | just
conferred with the Conmm ssion's | egal
counsel. There was no |legal requirenment to
post the revisions.

MR. GREENSPAN:. Actually, excuse ne.
At the neeting they said that there was a
| egal requirement to post the anmended
proposal. That was stated at the neeting.

CHAI RWOVAN BRADY: | would like to
table this.

COW SSI ONER DRI SCOLL: While there
may or may not be a |l egal requirenent, we
don't know, we'll get that clarified. But
we shoul d have posted it, and for that
reason | would |like to second the nmotion of
the Chair to table this item today.

CHAI RWOVAN BRADY: All those in
favor?

COW SSI ONER DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

COWMWM SSI ONER McGRAW  Aye.

EXEC. DIR. McCLENDON: And for the
menbers of the public who are present today,

copi es are actually avail able on the table,

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o0 b~ W N

N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
A WO N P O O 0O N O O B WO N +—» O

Page 20

so feel free to take a copy honme with you to
review We will get this posted on the
website right away.

CHAI RWOMAN BRADY: And | don't know
if Evan is there, but --

COW SSI ONER URBANI A: | al so agree
to table.

CHAI RWOMVAN BRADY: Okay. The notion
carries.

(Wher eupon the nmotion was unani nously
carried.)

Reported by: Susan Marie M gatz, RMR, CRR
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